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minority report with the words: "My last recommendation is
that we should no longer deny to Indians the full privileges of
citizenship, but should allow them a large share in the govern-
ment of their own country and in the control of that Bureau-
cracy which in this War, uncontrolled by public opinion, has
failed to rise to British standards'* ? Is it a wonder that this
sentiment was widely shared in England, once the failure of
the Indian government system had been so poignantly brought
home to multitudes of British people ? The facts are that in May
1917 the White Paper quoted was published; that in July 1917
the Secretary of State for India, Sir Austen Chamberlain, had
to resign on the report of this Mesopotamian Commission;
that he was succeeded by E. S. Montagu; and that the latter,
on August 20, 1917, announced in the House of Commons the
Government's new policy with regard to India.

THE WAR AND POLITICAL DISRUPTION

Edwin Samuel Montagu (1879-1924) had been Morley's
Under-Secretary of State and had continued in that appoint-
ment until 1914. He was Minister of Munitions, when Mr.
Lloyd George asked him to take charge at the India Office
and he held the latter post for five strenuous years. Typically
English though he was in so many ways, India had for him been
a matter of love at first sight: to her he had given his heart,
and her betrayal by England broke it.

The salient words of the declaration he made in the House of
Commons on August 20, 1917, are undoubtedly those which
speak of "the progressive realization of Responsible Govern-
ment in India as an integral part of the British Empire": for in
them is for the first time officially acknowledged that India's
political goal is Responsible Government; and for the first time
also England pledges herself to take "substantial steps in this